Meet Our Moderator & Panelists
MODERATOR
Frank Graziano, Managing Partner, Monmouth Venture Partners
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Frank Graziano has more than 25 years of financial, operating and strategic transaction experience as a business owner, investment and merchant banker, and corporate executive.  He has worked in project finance and derivatives at Bank of America, and in structured finance at Nikko Securities, advising sovereign borrowers and leading U.S. technology and media companies on financing opportunities in Japan.

Frank left Nikko Securities to launch a private equity fund and soon thereafter acquired a distressed consumer electronics business that he joined as CEO, returned to profitability and eventually sold.  He then joined an independent private equity sponsor, holding C-level interim executive roles at its portfolio companies, and structuring principal investments in distressed situations, including the reorganization and acquisition of Harvey Electronics (NASDAQ: HRVE) where he served as acting CEO during its bankruptcy.

After nearly a decade as a “financial oncologist”, Frank began his work with early-stage growth companies as a senior executive at Internet start-up Mail.com and its successor company EasyLink Services (NASDAQ: ESIC), helping to raise venture capital and then take the company public.  He held leadership positions in various functional areas and completed several global (U.K, India, China) acquisitions as the company grew from $1 million to $120 million in revenues within 2 years.  More recently Frank served as Chief Revenue Officer at a fast-growing Internet security technology company where he led successful efforts to build its sales and marketing functions.

He currently is the founder and Managing Partner of Monmouth Venture Partners, providing strategic advisory, M&A, capital formation, and interim executive services to emerging growth companies across industry sectors.

Frank holds an MBA in Finance from Columbia Business School and a BS in Chemistry/Business from the University of Scranton where he graduated summa cum laude.  He is a former co-president and remains a director of the Columbia Business School Alumni Club of New York, a 501(c)3 not-for-profit corporation with over 1,200 members and 100 active volunteers.  Frank is also a former member of Golden Seeds, an angel investing group that focuses on early-stage investments in women owned and operated ventures.

PANELISTS
Brian S. Cohen, Chairman, New York Angels
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Brian Shawn Cohen is considered one of the fathers of science & technology strategic communications, having founded Technology Solutions, Inc. in 1983. TSI's client list read like an entrepreneurial who's who list of startup technology companies in computing, communication, software, education, and entertainment. For more than a decade he maintained a broad strategic communications partnership with Sony & IBM Corporation providing counsel to dozens of their intrapreneurial new technology divisions. Notably, TSI received the Gold CIPRA award in 1998 for the IBM Deep Blue/Gary Kasparov Chess Match concept and communications program. In 1996, TSI was recognized as the #1 fastest growing agency in the United States. He later sold the company to The McCann Erickson World Group in 1997 and became the Vice Chairman of their technology group. 

As a researcher, Brian created Focus Technology, an organization that provided qualitative research and instituted the RPM model of integrated strategic communications providing ultra-competitive technology clients the ability to quickly discover and leverage their key strengths as well as mitigate their destructive weaknesses.

As a publisher, Brian was a pioneer in the founding of a number of the first computing publications including Computer Systems News and InformationWeek magazine. 

As an investor he now serves as the Chairman of the New York Angels who has invested over $45 million into more than 70 early stage technology companies. He is very devoted to the New York City startup community.

As an educator, Brian developed the AIMS (Applied Internet Media Studies) Program, a senior/graduate level college semester program where students will be rigorously trained to use the internet professionally. Brian is also a mentor to dozens of entrepreneurial students studying at NYU, Columbia, and other Universities throughout the Tri-State area as well as numerous incubators and accelerators.

He is a frequent speaker on topics related strategic communication, entrepreneurism and early startup investing and is now writing a book for McGraw Hill on the creation of a new organizational product launch model.

As a recipient of the Distinguished Alumnus Award, he holds a Masters Degree in Science Communications from Boston University's School of Public Communications.

William P. Dioguardi, Chairman and CEO, Four Springs Capital, LLC
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William P. Dioguardi is Chairman and CEO of Four Springs Capital, LLC.  Prior to Founding Four Springs Capital, Mr. Dioguardi was President of Spencer Trask Ventures, Inc., a leading private equity firm based in New York City, and Chairman of The Concord Equity Group.  Under his leadership, these firms raised capital from high net worth investors, family offices and specialized domestic and international funds. Mr. Dioguardi has been Executive Member Manager of 30 SPE’s.
 
Mr. Dioguardi received a B.S. degree in Business Administration from Monmouth University.  Active in community affairs for many years in Avon-by-the-Sea, New Jersey, Mr. Dioguardi served as Commissioner of Revenue and Finance from 1991 – 2003.  He serves as board member at Monmouth University and chairs the University Investment Committee.  Mr. Dioguardi also serves as a member of the Board of Directors of Beacon Acquisition Partners, Inc., which is the parent company of Allied Beacon. 
Heather Gilchrist, Managing Director, RAK Tech Fund
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Heather was the founding Director of Academics at educational technology startup Grockit (http://Grockit.com), the world’s first massively multiplayer online learning game. The experience inspired her to become more deeply involved in the entrepreneurial community. She currently advises several young entrepreneurs in New York and Washington, D.C., and is helping with the development of a small portfolio of projects.

Heather is the Managing Director of RAK Tech Fund, a seed fund based in SoHo with a preference for lean startups and companies that participate in high quality accelerator programs. She also serves as the Startup Ambassador for the New Jersey Tech Meetup, mentor at Entrepreneurs Roundtable Accelerator, organizer of Startup Weekend Education in New York City (NYCEDU), and educational technology advocate.

Heather brings a West Coast sensibility and an entrepreneur-oriented approach to her investments through RAK.

Follow Heather on Twitter: @gilchristh

Aaron Price, NJ Tech Meetup and DFJ/Gotham
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Aaron Price is the Entrepreneur At Large for DFJ Gotham Ventures. He is also the founder of the makeMania.com , the Hoboken Tech Meetup , and a cofounder of Mission Fifty , a coworking space in Hoboken. 

Aaron has demonstrated his entrepreneurial drive in many forms. While pursuing his undergraduate degree from the Honors Program at the University of Maryland, Mr. Price co-founded DeliverU.com ,a profitable online food ordering service marketed to college and university students.Contracts secured with national brands such as Domino's Pizza, Chipotle Mexican Grill, and Takeout Taxi helped establish DeliverU. com as a dominant player in online order management. In 2002,he accepted a Director of Marketing role for ReturnBuy, Inc (acquired by Jabil Circuit in March 2003, ticker: JBL). As both a client and employee of ReturnBuy, he utilized his online and offline marketing skills to build ReturnBuy's direct sales channel, while optimizing overall marketing expenditures. Taking lessons from ReturnBuy, Aaron founded effordables and division motoRecycle, as a channel solution for excess and damaged inventory from national brands, such as Harley-Davidson. After a successful private sale of effordables in 2009, Aaron spent a year in Asia with his wife on a relocation assignment. 

As president of the premiere New York City graduating class of the Founder Institute, Aaron knows what it takes to build a startup from scratch and the determination required of entrepreneurs. He occasionally writes for NJ.com 's business section, shedding light on lessons learning from both failure and success. 

Aaron believes in dedicating every effort he has on projects and companies in which he believes."We spend our days devoting our heart, sweat, and tears trying to make good in something; we must believe in our work or risk our passions extinguished," he states. 
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